The excavation raises interesting questions about the
origins and topography of Saxon Wilton, and its relationship
to its so-called ‘suburbs’ , which will be addressed when a
report is published in due course in WANHM. Meanwhile
(apart from demonstrating in this note one of the practical
applications of our society’s volumes) I feel that I must point
out that, if you are planning to ‘gloss’ books in the History
Centre library, do try to get your facts right. It was the
Wilton enclosure award (EA 179) which named the plot ‘St
Andrew’s Litten’, not the tithe apportionment (T/A) – there
it is simply described as ‘garden’.

While working on north Wiltshire parishes for the
Victoria History, Douglas Crowley made extensive use of
the fine series of court records which survive for a number of
former Malmesbury Abbey parishes on the edge of Bradon
Forest. The study of manorial records has been a particular
interest throughout his career, and now with his usual
meticulous thoroughness he has prepared editions of the
surviving Charlton and Brinkworth court records, 15441648, which will be our volume 62. The edition includes a
very substantial introduction discussing at length the nature
of this class of records, which will ensure that the work is of
more than local interest.
Not content with the massive edition of Wiltshire glebe
terriers (volume 56) Steve Hobbs has turned his attention
to the rich and varied assortment of obiter dicta to be found
in parish registers. He has examined all Wiltshire registers
up to 1812 and extracted for his edition everything of
historical interest or curiosity, annotating the material with
explanations where necessary.The result (a surprisingly large
quantity) is a cornucopia of parish life over some three
centuries. Gleanings from W iltshireParish Registerswill be
the Society’s volume 63.

John Chandler
Note: My thanks to Caroline Budd and Phil Andrews of
Wessex Archaeology for commissioning the research, and
for permission to report it here; also to Archstone Lifestyle
Homes Ltd, on whose behalf the archaeological work was
undertaken.
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erhaps for the first time in our history the Society has
three volumes at proof stage and nearly ready for
publication. We plan to publish two during 2009 and the
third next year.
William Henry Tucker was born in Trowbridge in 1814
and worked his way up the local cloth manufacturing ladder
to become in later life a successful clothier.Through his teens
and twenties he kept a candid diary of personal and local
events, which he called his ‘Reminiscences of DepartedYears’.
Although the original is now lost, Helen Rogers was able to
make a typed transcript, and this she has now edited for
publication. Covering the years 1825-50 it offers a unique
insight into the social, intellectual, religious and working life
of a busy, close-knit industrial town around the beginning of
the Victorian era. It will be the Society’s volume 61, and
should be published within the next few months.
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embers are respectfully reminded that subscriptions
to the Society are now due (1 January). Please send
subscriptions to: Ivor Slocombe, 11 Belcombe Place,
Bradford on Avon,Wilts. BA15 1NA, cheques made payable
to Wiltshire Record Society. The subscription remains at
£15 annually.

Editor:
Sally M.Thomson: homeclose@aol.com
Home Close, High Street, Codford, Warminster, Wiltshire
BA12 0NB

–8–

